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I. Introduction

Background, Purpose, and Methods

In light of recent geopolitical developments, India and ASEAN have been actively promoting cooperation in science, 

technology, and innovation with major Western countries as well as China.

Accordingly, this study aims to systematically and comprehensively collect and organize information—primarily focusing 

on government-level bilateral initiatives—regarding the current status of science, technology, and innovation cooperation 

between India/ASEAN and five major countries: the U.S., the UK, Germany, France, and China, using a desktop research 

methodology.

• Decision-making forums (e.g., joint committees) responsible for determining specific initiatives, along with the 

key agreements and discussion topics.

• Organizations (such as hubs and networks) that facilitate cooperation in science, technology, and innovation—

including research, education, and exchanges—highlighting their areas of collaboration.

• Prominent organizations, their objectives, and the current status of their cooperative activities.

*This report is based on information available up to July 2025. In particular, the policies and international relations of 

the second Trump administration in the U.S., inaugurated in January 2025, may have a significant impact on 

international cooperation in science, technology, and innovation in the coming period.
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Ⅱ. India    1. U.S.
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India has maintained long-standing cooperation with the United States in science, technology, and 
innovation for over 25 years, including through the early establishment of the India–U.S. Science and 
Technology Forum (IUSSTF) ahead of similar initiatives with other countries.

Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Overview

5

• In addition to government-level bilateral agreements, India and the United States have developed a broad range of 

cooperative activities through U.S. government-related agencies, university-based research and education hubs, and 

corporate R&D centers.

• The IUSSTF, an independent organization jointly funded by the governments of both countries and established in 

March 2000, has implemented programs promoting science, technology, and innovation cooperation for more than 25 

years. These programs encompass scientific networking, innovation and entrepreneurship, R&D, mobility and 

fellowship initiatives, and strategic programs. In particular, the recently introduced “Strategic Initiatives” program 

promotes joint R&D in critical and emerging technologies, including quantum technologies and artificial intelligence 

(AI).

• In coordination with the U.S.–India Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology (iCET), agreed upon in May 

2022, the Association of American Universities (AAU) established the “U.S.–India Task Force on Expanding 

University Partnerships” in April 2023. The task force examined measures to expand cooperation in research and 

higher education between the two countries. As part of these efforts, the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), 

Purdue University, and the University at Buffalo (UB), State University of New York, jointly established four Centers 

of Excellence (CoEs) in critical and emerging technologies such as quantum technologies and AI.

• In line with the Indian government’s policy of promoting the internationalization of higher education, the Illinois 

Institute of Technology has established the first U.S. university campus in India, with student enrollment scheduled to 

begin in fall 2026.
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India–U.S. science and technology cooperation is being advanced through strategic initiatives and other 
flexible and agile arrangements, grounded in bilateral agreements reached at leaders’ summits.

Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Coordination Mechanisms

Major India–U.S. Agreements at Summits (Clinton Administration / Biden Administration) 

Intergovernmental

Agreement on the

IUSSTF

March 2000

•	An independent organization jointly funded by the governments of both

countries.

•	Principal counterparts: India’s Department of Science and Technology (DST)

and the U.S. Department of State.

•	Implemented five programs: scientific networking; innovation and

entrepreneurship; R&D; exchange visits and fellowships; and strategic initiatives.

•	Annual budget of approximately USD 2–3 million.

Science and Technology

Cooperation Agreement

Updated,

September

2019

•	Agreement to continue cooperation for ten years from 2019.

•	Promoted information sharing, expert exchanges, seminars and conferences,

training of scientists and engineers, joint research projects, public–private

partnerships, and access to advanced research facilities.

The U.S.–India Initiative

on Critical and Emerging

Technology (iCET)

May 2022

•	Jointly led by the Indian and U.S. National Security Councils.

•	Strengthened cooperation in space, defense, clean energy and critical minerals,

semiconductors, AI, quantum computing, and people-to-people exchanges.

•	Launch of INDUS-X (India–U.S. Defense Acceleration Ecosystem) to expand

strategic technology partnerships and promote defense industrial cooperation.
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India has largely maintained and carried forward the substance of its bilateral agreements 
concluded under the Biden administration into the second Trump administration.

Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Coordination Mechanisms
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In addition to the IUSSTF, several research and education centers established in India by U.S. 
government-affiliated agencies and universities contribute to science, technology, and 
innovation cooperation.

Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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The AAU has established a task force to expand collaboration with India. In addition, several 
U.S. universities have created dedicated organizations focused on research and engagement 
with India.

Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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Approximately 67% of India’s Global Capability Centers (GCCs) have been established by 
U.S. companies.

Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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India has been attracting increasing attention as a destination for GCCs. Both the central and state 
governments are actively promoting GCC investment to generate employment and stimulate economic 
growth.

Reference

What is a GCC

• A center established overseas by 

companies to perform functions 

such as IT services, engineering, 

and R&D.

• It is often estimated that 

approximately half of all GCCs 

worldwide are located in India.

• Key factors driving this trend 

include relatively low labor costs 

and a large pool of science, 

technology, engineering, and 

mathematics (STEM) talent.

• In November 2024, the 

Government of Karnataka, where 

Bengaluru is located, introduced 

India’s first policy dedicated 

specifically to GCCs, aiming to 

attract investment, create 

employment, and generate 

economic impact.

GCC Total

(2024) Over 1700

GCC Unit Total

(2024) Over 2975

GCC Worket

(2024) Over 1.9 million

Mumbai

Pune

Bengaluru

Chennai

Hyderabad

GCC Unit Share

GCC 

Worker Share

Prepared based on the Karnataka Impact Report (2024)
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In recent years, the IUSSTF has actively promoted bilateral joint research and people-to-
people exchange programs in emerging technologies.

Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Specific Initiatives
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The IITs have established CoEs jointly with Purdue University and the UB.
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Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Specific Initiatives
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With approval from the Government of India, the Illinois Institute of Technology has 
established the first campus in India operated by a U.S. university.

14

Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Specific Initiatives
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Ⅱ. India   1. U.S. : Reference URL 

P.6

https://www.state.gov/india-19-1216

https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2025/01/06/fact-sheet-the-united-states-and-india-committed-to-strengthening-strategic-

technology-partnership/

p.7

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/02/united-states-india-joint-leaders-statement/

p.8

https://educationusa.state.gov/

https://www.aau.edu/education-community-impact/international-collaborations/us-india-university-partnerships

p.9

https://iitk.ac.in/rice-iitk/

https://imr.osu.edu/iit-bombay-ohio-state-frontier-center/about-frontier-center

https://www.aau.edu/education-community-impact/international-collaborations/Taskforce-Report-US-India-Partnerships

https://www.aau.edu/education-community-impact/international-collaborations/us-india-university-partnerships

p.10

https://amchamindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Karnataka-Impact-Report-A-Deep-Dive-into-US-headquartered-GCCs-in-the-State-1.pdf

https://sourcebae.com/blog/top-19-gcc-companies-shaping-indias-business-future/

https://chemindigest.com/indias-strategic-role-in-ge-healthcare-global-operation

p.11

https://amchamindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Karnataka-Impact-Report-A-Deep-Dive-into-US-headquartered-GCCs-in-the-State-1.pdf

https://www.nri.com/jp/knowledge/publication/region_202411/files/000030000.pdf

https://www.jetro.go.jp/biznews/2024/11/02b3f18971e1357b.html

p.12

https://iusstf.org/

p.13

https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/2024/Q4/purdue-announces-growing-partnerships-in-india-at-event-with-sen-young-and-ambassador-garcetti/

https://www.buffalo.edu/ubnow/stories/2023/10/indian-university-partnerships.html

p.14

https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/2024/Q4/purdue-announces-growing-partnerships-in-india-at-event-with-sen-young-and-ambassador-garcetti/

https://www.buffalo.edu/ubnow/stories/2023/10/indian-university-partnerships.html
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II. India   2. UK
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India and the UK are actively advancing cooperation in research, education, and innovation 
within a comprehensive partnership framework, while fostering extensive people-to-people 
networks.

17

Ⅱ. India   2. UK  : Overview

• India advances cooperation in science, technology, and innovation with the UK under agreed comprehensive 

government-level guidelines encompassing the economy, security, and education. This cooperation is supported 

by a wide range of collaborative activities involving UK government-affiliated agencies, university organizations, 

and business operations.

• Multiple UK institutions operate in a coordinated manner through the British High Commission and Deputy 

High Commission offices in India. Through the Science and Technology Network (STN)—renamed from the 

Science and Innovation Network (SIN) in February 2025—and the UK–India Education and Research Initiative 

(UKIERI), aimed at strengthening educational cooperation, the two countries have promoted joint research and 

human resource development for more than 20 years, building extensive people-to-people networks.

• Following a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on research and innovation concluded by both governments 

in April 2023, the UK–India Net Zero Innovation Virtual Centre was established. The centre advances initiatives 

in decarbonizing India’s pharmaceutical industry, innovation in transport and energy systems, and green 

hydrogen technologies.

• In recent years, the number of UK universities establishing campuses in India with approval from the 

Government of India has increased. A joint statement by the Indian and UK Ministers of Finance, released in 

April 2025, explicitly welcomed the establishment of UK university campuses in India.
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India–UK cooperation in science and technology is being operationalized under comprehensive 
guidelines—covering areas such as the economy, security, and education—based on bilateral agreements 
reached through leaders’ summits and forums, including the Science and Innovation Council (SIC).

18

Ⅱ. India   2. UK  : Coordination Mechanisms
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Government-affiliated agencies and university organizations have been established in India by both 
countries to promote bilateral cooperation in research, education, and innovation.

19

Ⅱ. India   2. UK : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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Some UK universities have established dedicated organizations within the UK to conduct research on 
India.

20

Ⅱ. India   2. UK : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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Major UK companies have established GCCs in India, promoting product development, service 
enhancement, and operational improvements through the use of AI and digital technologies.

21

Ⅱ. India   2. UK : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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The bilateral cooperation network in research, innovation, and education between India and the UK 
has been developed over more than 20 years.

22

Ⅱ. India   2. UK : Specific Initiatives
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Against the backdrop of financial pressures within the UK, UK universities are increasingly establishing 
campuses in India.

23

Ⅱ. India   2. UK : Specific Initiatives
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https://www.ukibc.com/
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https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/centres-institutes/sustainable-cooling/india-centre-of-excellence-in-sustainable-cooling-and-cold-chain
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/2024/international-experts-and-state-government-of-haryana-develop-centre-of-excellence

p.20
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https://www.jbs.cam.ac.uk/centres/india-global-business/
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/research/institutes-centres/india-centre-for-inclusive-growth-sustainable-development
https://www.aston.ac.uk/research/bss/research-centres/aston-india-centre-applied-research
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/dcilp/

p.21
https://amchamindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Karnataka-Impact-Report-A-Deep-Dive-into-US-headquartered-GCCs-in-the-State-1.pdf
https://sourcebae.com/blog/top-19-gcc-companies-shaping-indias-business-future/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2106222
https://www.fortuneindia.com/long-reads/astrazeneca-bayer-eli-lilly-why-global-pharma-giants-are-betting-big-on-indias-healthcare-revolution/120619#goog_rewarded

p.22
https://www.uk-cpi.com/news/uk-india-partnership-launches-living-laboratory-to-boost-pharma-industry-decarbonization
https://ites.org/
https://uk-india-green-hydrogen-hub.b2match.io/

p.23
https://www.delhi.southampton.ac.uk/
https://www.qub.ac.uk/News/Allnews/2025/QueensUniversityBelfasttolaunchcampusinGIFTCityIndia.html
https://www.coventry.ac.uk/news/2025/1billion-milestone-hit-as-coventry-university-to-become-first-english-university-in-indias-gift-city/
https://www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/2025/campus/mumbai/
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/news/university-surrey-unveils-plans-international-branch-campus-ibc-gift-city-gus-global-services
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II. India   3. Germany
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In recent years, India has been advancing practical cooperation in science, technology, and innovation 
with Germany, particularly through collaboration between universities and research institutions, while 
strengthening ties in critical and emerging technology fields.

26

Ⅱ. India   3. Germany: Overview

• India and Germany have undertaken a wide range of cooperative activities through public institutions such as the Indo-

German Science and Technology Centre (IGSTC), established jointly in October 2011, and the German Centre for 

Research and Innovation (DWIH) New Delhi, established by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) in 

October 2012. Cooperation is also facilitated through university organizations, company operations, and joint projects 

with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). In recent years, both governments have 

formulated and implemented measures to strengthen research and education cooperation between universities and 

research institutions.

• The IGSTC supports industry-oriented joint research, development, and innovation projects under a “2+2 partnership” 

framework, in which at least one academic or research institution and one public or private company from each country 

participate. The 2025 call for proposals focused on advanced materials, following the intergovernmental agreement 

reached in October 2024.

• The Germany–India Academic Network for Tomorrow (SPARC-GIANT), established jointly in January 2025, promotes 

collaborative projects across a wide range of critical and emerging technology fields—including new energy materials, 

smart cities, semiconductors, healthcare, AI, quantum computing, and advanced manufacturing. Its objectives are to 

enhance academic mobility, advance joint research, and deepen academic cooperation.
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India–Germany cooperation in science and technology is being strengthened through substantive 
measures—including research, education, and people-to-people exchanges—based on bilateral 
agreements reached at Intergovernmental Consultations (IGC) between leaders and ministers.

27

Ⅱ. India   3. Germany: Coordination Mechanisms

India–Germany Innovation and

Technology Partnership

Roadmap

Presents guiding principles for advancing cooperation among governments, the private sector, and

research institutions of both countries in renewable energy, startups, semiconductors, AI and quantum

technologies, climate risk and sustainable resource management, climate change adaptation, and

agroecology.

2+2 Call on Advanced

Materials by the IGSTC

Implemented through the IGSTC—established in October 2011 by India’s DST and Germany’s

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) to promote industry-related research cooperation

(annual budget of approximately INR 4.5–5.0 billion). Supports joint projects between academia and

industry from both countries.

Innovation and Incubation

Exchange Program between the

DAAD and India’s DST

Leverages the knowledge and capabilities of both countries to foster scientific innovation and

incubation ecosystems at academic and research institutions.

SPARC-GIANT

Based on the Scheme for Promotion of Academic and Research Collaboration (SPARC) of IIT

Kharagpur and implemented jointly with DAAD to strengthen cooperation between higher

education and research institutions.

Established in January 2025 with funding from Germany’s Federal Foreign Office and India’s

Ministry of Education.

“TransCampus” Partnership

between IIT Madras and

Technische Universität Dresden

Establishes a framework to support interdisciplinary research, joint faculty appointments, doctoral

students, research groups, and dual-degree programs in four areas: microelectronics and AI; metabolic

diseases; sustainability and transport science; and entrepreneurship.

IIT Madras, founded in 1959 with assistance from the former West German government, has

maintained long-standing cooperative relations with Germany.

MoU between the Max Planck

Society (MPG) and the Tata

Institute of Fundamental

Research (TIFR)

Promotes people-to-people exchanges in biology, physics, and mathematics between MPG and TIFR-

affiliated institutes, including the International Centre for Theoretical Sciences (ICTS) and the National

Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS).

Major Agreements — October 2024, 7th IGC	
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Public agencies responsible for bilateral cooperation in science, technology, and innovation, as well as 
offices of German universities and research institutions, have been established in India.

28

Ⅱ. India   3. Germany : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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India is implementing joint projects with GIZ in the fields of environment and energy, in collaboration 
with both Indian and German partner organizations.
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Ⅱ. India   3. Germany : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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Major German companies have also established GCCs in India, where they conduct research and 
technology development aimed at service enhancement and operational improvement.
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Ⅱ. India   3. Germany : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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Calls for proposals and support based on agreements reached through IGC are being implemented 
promptly.
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Ⅱ. India   3. Germany : Specific Initiatives
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https://www.igstc.org/

https://dst.gov.in/sites/default/files/DST%20AR%20English%202023-24.pdf

https://indianembassyberlin.gov.in/science

https://spap.jst.go.jp/resource/university/3030054.html

p.28

https://www.daad-indonesia.org/en/

https://india.diplo.de/in-en/deu-und-ind/deutsche-institutionen

https://www.mpg.de/india

https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/international-cooperation/dfg-abroad/india

https://www.dfg.de/en/service/press/press-releases/2024/press-release-no-19

p.29

https://india.cnrs.fr/cnrs-collaboration-in-india/

https://en.ird.fr/inde/recherche

p.30

https://addressadvisors.com/blog/the-role-of-german-gccs-in-powering-indias-automotive-revolution

https://mbrdi.co.in/

https://www.business-standard.com/companies/interviews/deutsche-india-expands-tech-operations-plans-to-hire-in-thousands-123071000508_1.html

https://www.business-standard.com/companies/news/india-hub-driving-global-ai-innovation-new-campus-plans-on-track-sap-labs-124092401214_1.html

https://www.lhsystems.com/article/we-expand-our-global-presence-new-location-india

p.31

https://www.igstc.org/home/projects_call_text

https://www.daad.in/en/2025/01/28/german-indian-academic-network-for-tomorrow-sparc-giant-2025-2026/

https://mbrdi.co.in/
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II. India  4. France
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India has, in recent years, advanced joint research projects and implemented substantive measures 
under long-term roadmaps with France, aiming to strengthen cooperation in science, technology, and 
innovation in priority areas of shared interest.

34

Ⅱ. India   4. France : Overview

• India and France have been undertaking a wide range of cooperative activities through the Indo-French Centre for the 

Promotion of Advanced Research (IFCPAR/CEFIPRA), established by both governments in 1987, as well as through 

research offices of the French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), joint projects with the French National 

Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD), and business operations of private companies. In recent years, 

the two governments have advanced the implementation of bilateral joint research projects and concrete initiatives 

under the bilateral roadmap “Horizon 2047.”

• Based on an intergovernmental agreement concluded in January 2024, the France–India Joint Research Projects 

launched their first call for proposals with a focus on green hydrogen innovation, promoting the strengthening and 

expansion of bilateral research networks.

• Over many years, IFCPAR/CEFIPRA has supported cooperation between universities and research institutions of both 

countries across a broad range of fields, as well as the strengthening of industry–academia partnerships. In recent years, 

it has also promoted joint R&D projects in specific areas, including AI, cybersecurity, smart mobility, and digital health.

• Under the “France–India Campus in the Life Sciences for Health,” positioned within “Horizon 2047,” bilateral 

education and research hubs in the life sciences and healthcare fields are being established, further advancing 

collaborative education and research initiatives.
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India–France cooperation in science and technology is being strengthened through joint research projects 
and substantive measures under long-term roadmaps, based on bilateral agreements reached at leaders’ 
summits and through the Joint Committee on Science and Technology (JCST).

35

Ⅱ. India   4. France : Coordination Mechanisms

2nd JCST, January

2024

・Launch of joint calls for collaborative research in health, decarbonized hydrogen,

marine science, and applied mathematics.

・Jointly operated and managed by the French ANR and India’s DST.

France–India Leaders’

Summit, July 2023

・Adoption of a bilateral roadmap toward the 50th anniversary of the strategic

partnership (marking its 25th anniversary).

・Partnership structured under three pillars: (1) Security and sovereignty, (2) Planet,

and (3) People.

India–France Declaration on AI

France–India Leaders’

Summit, February

2025

・Agreement on shared principles and cooperation to develop safe, open, secure, and

trustworthy AI.

Establishment of a Digital

Science Centre

France–India Leaders’

Summit, February

2025

・Agreement between DST and France’s National Institute for Research in Digital

Science and Technology (INRIA).

(2) Planet
Agreement on Civil Nuclear

Energy and Environment

France–India Leaders’

Summit, February

2025

・Cooperation on advanced and small modular reactors, the Global Centre for Nuclear

Energy Partnership (GCNTP), and intergovernmental cooperation in environmental

fields.

MoU on Skilled Human Resource

Development (early conclusion)

France–India Leaders’

Summit, February

2025

・Strengthening cooperation in skills development, vocational education, and training.

Support for Indian Startups at

Station F

France–India Leaders’

Summit, February

2025

・Support for Indian startups at Station F, a Paris-based startup hub opened in June

2017, home to approximately 1,000 companies.

Main Agreements

(3) People

Horizon

2047

(1) Security

and

sovereignty

France–India Joint Research Projects

Horizon 2047
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Ⅱ. India   4. France : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation

Research cooperation offices of the French government and the CNRS have been established in India to 
strengthen bilateral collaboration in science, technology, and innovation.
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India is also implementing joint research projects with the CNRS and the IRD.
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Ⅱ. India   4. France : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation
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Major French companies have established GCCs in India, which are evolving as hubs for applying AI 
and digital technologies to products, services, and business operations.
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Calls for proposals based on agreements reached through the JCST are being implemented promptly.
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Ⅱ. India   4. France : Specific Initiatives
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The IFCPAR/CEFIPRA supports cooperation between universities and research institutions in India and 
France while also strengthening industry–academia partnerships.

40

Ⅱ. India   4. France : Specific Initiatives
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The establishment of education and research hubs in the life sciences and healthcare fields by India and 
France is being actively advanced under Horizon 2047.
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No substantive bilateral cooperation with China in science, technology, and innovation has been identified 
in recent years.
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Ⅱ. India   5. China : Overview

• Since 2020, India has not held government-level meetings with China on science and technology 

cooperation. Following the border disengagement agreement in October 2024, initial efforts have 

focused on improving economic relations, with the possibility of gradually revitalizing science 

and technology cooperation depending on progress. Among BRICS member countries, including 

India and China, ministerial- and senior official–level consultations continue in areas such as 

science, technology, and innovation, industry, and ICT.

• Non-governmental and commercial organizations promoting bilateral technological and 

economic cooperation, as well as Chinese-language education in India, exist in both countries. 

However, no organizations established by Chinese universities, research institutions, or 

companies have been identified.

• No bilateral R&D initiatives have been identified; however, people-to-people exchanges continue 

through events and scholarship programs.
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Since 2020, no government-level meetings or similar engagements on China–India cooperation in science 
and technology have been held.
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Ⅱ. India   5. China : Coordination Mechanisms
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Non-governmental and commercial organizations are responsible for promoting bilateral technology and 
economic cooperation, as well as Chinese-language education in India. However, no organizations 
established by Chinese universities, research institutions, or companies have been identified.
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Ⅱ. India   5. China : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation 
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No bilateral R&D cooperation initiatives between India and China have been identified in recent years. 
However, people-to-people exchanges continue to take place.
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Ⅱ. India   5. China : Specific Initiatives 
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Ⅱ. India   5. China : Reference URL
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6. Brief Summary
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• India is implementing a range of collaborative initiatives with the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, and 

France through bilateral agreements among governments, public agencies, universities, and corporate research sites, 

respectively.

• The Indian government strengthens collaboration in science, technology, and innovations with the United States, 

Germany, and France through the Indo-U.S. Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF) established in 2000, the Indo-

German Science & Technology Centre (IGSTC) established in 2011, and the Indo-French Centre for the Promotion of 

Advanced Research (IFCPAR/CEFIPRA) established in 1987, respectively.

• The Indian government is inviting leading foreign universities to open their campuses in India in order to 

internationalize its higher education system. Foreign universities have announced plans to establish campuses in India, 

including a US institution, the Illinois Institute of Technology, and two U.K institutions, the University of Southampton 

and Coventry University. The Indian government has demonstrated a strong willingness to facilitate the establishment 

of U.K. university campuses in India.

• India is strengthening strategic relationships with the United States and the United Kingdom through IUSSTF 

programs focused on critical and emerging technologies, and through the development of human networks in research, 

education, and innovation, respectively.

• With Germany and France, the Indian government is enhancing collaboration in critical fields of mutual interest, 

leveraging new cooperation frameworks in addition to the existing IGSTC and IFCPAR/CEFIPRA frameworks based 

on bilateral agreements with each government.

• Collaboration on science, technology, and innovation with China has not been identified as of August 2025. However, 

sustained attention should be devoted to the prospective evolution of this relationship.
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India is developing and strengthening collaboration in science, technology, and innovation 

with five American and European countries through multiple channels.

Ⅱ. India   6. Brief Summary 
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1. The United States
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• ASEAN has been advancing a wide range of collaborative initiatives with the United States through intergovernmental

agreements and partnerships with the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). Particularly, under the 

U.S.–ASEAN Smart Cities Partnership, multiple collaborative activities have been implemented involving government 

agencies, including USAID, and the private sector, with the aim of attracting substantial investment from the United States. 

Additionally, a wide range of issues, such as human resource development and resource management, have been addressed 

through the Mekong–U.S. Partnership.

• At the U.S.–ASEAN Joint Cooperation Committee meeting held in April 2025, cooperation on the development of Smart 

Cities and the Mekong region, as well as the continued enhancement of human resources and cultural exchanges, was 

reaffirmed. However, the announcement of USAID’s abolition in September 2025 represented a notable shift, given the 

agency’s significant role in cooperation with ASEAN.

• Six major ASEAN countries—Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines— also advance 

cooperation in designated fields, including AI and digital technologies, semiconductors, agriculture, and environmental and 

energy sectors, based on respective bilateral agreements at the governmental level with the United States. Various 

cooperative activities are also implemented through U.S. government agencies, research and educational institutions, and 

corporate business sites in the United States.

• Singapore implements a wide range of collaborative activities through universities and U.S. company business sites. The 

presence of U.S. corporate business sites is also increasing in Malaysia and Thailand.

• USAID’s closure warrants careful examination of its effects on ASEAN–United States cooperation and on the forms of 

collaboration that ASEAN Member States may seek with the United States going forward.
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III. ASEAN  1. U.S. : Overview

ASEAN has been strengthening collaboration in science, technology, and innovation with the United States 
through regional development projects and related initiatives. Six major ASEAN countries have further 
strengthened cooperation with the United States in designated strategic fields.
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Science and technology collaborations between ASEAN and the United States are strengthened across a 
broad range of areas, including smart cities, regional development, and human resource exchange, based 
on agreements reached at summit meetings, foreign ministers’ meetings, and joint committee sessions.
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III. ASEAN  1. U.S. : Coordination Mechanisms

Major agreements

Plan of Action for the ASEAN-U.S. 

Strategic Partnership (2026-2030)

July 2024

ASEAN-related 

Foreign 

Ministers' 

Meetings

• Confirmed the successful implementation of nearly all actions under the 

2021–2025 Action Plan, including the promotion of science and 

technology collaboration, such as collaborative research initiatives and 

human resource development, etc.

• Agreed to develop a new five-year action plan.

Extension of the U.S.-ASEAN Regional 

Development Cooperation Agreement until 

2029.

October 2024

U.S.-ASEAN 

Summit

• Launched a new ASEAN–USAID Partnership Program (2024–

2029), including the promotion of Science, Technology, and 

Innovation (STI).

Reconfirmed enhancement of the 

ASEAN-U.S. Strategic Partnership

April 2025

US-ASEAN Joint 

Cooperation 

Committee

• Reconfirmed the enhancement of existing cooperation and identified 

priority areas for future collaboration, including defense, digital 

economy, AI, SME development, environment and climate change, 

education, public health, biodiversity, energy, disaster prevention, and 

human resource exchange, etc.

• Promoted additional support for, and cooperation within, the ASEAN 

Smart Cities Network.

• Continued the implementation of human and cultural exchanges through 

support for development cooperation, including the Mekong–U.S. 

Partnership and cooperation with the U.S. Department of State.

Reference: Abolishment and operation transfer of the United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID)

• The abolition of USAID was announced on July 1, 2025. Humanitarian assistance projects, such as AIDS prevention and treatment programs, will be 

discontinued, and only programs aligned with the “America First” foreign policy advocated by the Trump administration will be transferred to the U.S. 

Department of State.
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Six major ASEAN countries independently advance cooperation with the United States in key fields, 

including AI/digital technologies, semiconductors, agriculture, and environmental and energy sectors.

Major agreements

Continuation of negotiation to enter into 

an agreement of the U.S.-Singapore 

Science and Technology Cooperation

August 2024

Second U.S.-

Singapore 

Critical and 

Emerging 

Technologies 

(CET) Dialogue

• Strengthened science and technology ties and promoted cooperation in 

fields of mutual interest, contributing to peace and stability in both 

countries, AEAN, and the Indo-Pacific region.

• Continued to deepen cooperation in the six CET priority fields: AI, 

digital economy and data governance, biotechnology, critical 

infrastructure and technology supply chain, defense innovation, and 

quantum information and technology, 

Joint Statement of the 6th Malaysia-U.S. 

Senior Officials' Dialogue

October 2024 • Confirmed the intention to further examine science and technology 

cooperation in the fields of space, biotechnology, agriculture, SME 

development, capability building, medical services, vaccine research, 

etc.

• Agreed to enhance cooperation in rapidly growing fields, including 

semiconductors, digital economy, renewable energy, and critical 

minerals.

Extension of the U.S.-Thailand Science and 

Technology Agreement for ten years.

August 2024 • Confirmed the continuation of close cooperation in science and 

technology, including climate change mitigation and adaptation, clean 

energy, and research in healthcare and public health, etc.

• Agreed to revise the annex concerning intellectual property rights.

U.S.-Indonesia Summit Joint Statement November 2024 • Confirmed the promotion of cooperation in AI research for sustainable 

agriculture.

• Additionally, agreed on cooperation in critical minerals, clean energy, 

greenhouse gas emission reduction, AI, digital technologies, and 

semiconductors, as well as STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics) human resource development, with a particular focus on 

women and young researchers.

III. ASEAN  1. U.S. : Coordination Mechanisms
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Recently, Vietnam and Philippines have strengthened their relationship with the United 

States.

Major agreements and meetings

U.S.-Vietnam Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership

September 

2023

• Promoted cooperation in semiconductor supply chains, workforce development, 

and human resource development. The ITSI (International Technology Security 

and Innovation)–CHIPS Workforce Acceleration Program was launched in 

September 2024.

• Launched the Electronics and Advanced Technology Partnership Network 

(DELTA Network) to strengthen human resource development and policy 

collaboration.

• Entered into a science and technology agreement to expand research cooperation 

in priority fields, including AI, research, development, and governance, 

healthcare and medical services, climate science, biotechnology, and 

environmental conservation, etc.

First Philippines-United States 

Joint Committee on Science and 

Technology

May 2024 • The first committee meeting was held following the signing and                                                               

update of the U.S.–Philippines Science and Technology Agreement in July 

2019.

• Discussed cooperation in cross-disciplinary approaches to One Health, 

agriculture and development, industry, energy, emerging technologies, 

environmental research, and research and communication related to science, 

technology, and innovation.

III. ASEAN  1. U.S. : Coordination Mechanisms
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ASEAN is implementing initiatives for regional development, education, human resource 

development, etc. in collaboration with the U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, and universities in the United States.

III. ASEAN  1. U.S. : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation 
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Three U.S. universities maintain research and education sites in Singapore. Seven universities receive 

support from the US Department of Education as National Resource Centers for Southeast Asian 

studies.

⚫ Funding universities to strengthen and sustain the United States’ capabilities in research on foreign languages, regional studies, and international 

studies.

⚫ Specified in Title VI of the US Higher Education Act (aka Title VI Grant).

⚫ Competitive funding program held every four years (most recent: 2022; next: 2026).
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III. ASEAN  1. U.S. : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation 
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Regional business sites of major US companies in Southeast Asia are increasing not only in 

Singapore, but also in Malaysia and Thailand. Some companies maintain a business presence 

within universities.

III. ASEAN  1. U.S. : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation 
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U.S.-ASEAN Smart Cities Partnership (USASCP) 2018 -

Business Innovation Fund Provides seed funding to six companies offering net zero/low-carbon solutions.

Business Promotion/Cybersecurity Supports the adoption of U.S. technologies and services within the ASEAN Smart Cities.

Circular waste management
Offers training on integrated urban system planning, including urban waste management, construction and 

demolition, electronic waste, etc.

Green building innovation
Promotes circular economy principles in the construction sector, including education on standards and assistance 

with certification.

Circular entrepreneurship Provides education and training for developing circular economy business models.

Integrated urban services Encourages resource recovery and reuse within urban systems.

Energy modeling
Conducts smart city planning and policy development for two ASEAN pilot cities using a region-specific evaluation 

model.

Research and Innovation Implements pilot activities in ASEAN cities for U.S.-led research projects, including commercialization of results.

Smart and sustainable mobility Promotes the application of U.S. urban transportation solutions in ASEAN cities.

Water Smart Engagement Strengthens coordination between U.S. and ASEAN cities on water management issues.

The ASEAN Smart Cities Initiative is promoted in coordination with the U.S. government as a whole.

Reference: ASEAN Smart Cities  Network (ASCN)

• Established in 2018 as a Joint Platform for ASEAN Member States to address smart and sustainable urban development.

• Number of member cities increased from 26 at launch to 35 in 2025

III. ASEAN  1. U.S. : Specific Initiatives

• Invests more than USD 19 million in over 20 projects led by member cities of the ASEAN Smart City Network (ASCN), and public and private sectors of the United States.

• U.S. government participants include the Department of State, the Department of Commerce, the Department of Transportation, the National Science Foundation (NSF), and 

the United States Trade and Development Agency (USTDA

Ten pillars of the program



60

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has played an important role in 

collaboration between ASEAN and the United States. The continuation of the collaborative projects 

has been formally confirmed, including during the Trump administration.

The Mekong-U.S. Partnership (MUSP)  2020-

• Supports the creation of collaborative relationships among the five countries in the downstream Mekong River region: Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, 

Thailand, and Vietnam.

• Promotes approaches to a wide range of issues, including economic connectivity, human resource development, cross-border water and natural 

resource management, health security, and cybersecurity.

Major projects

Japan-U.S.-Mekong Power Partnership (JUMPP) 2019 - • Ensures the integration of renewable energy, enhances regional power trading 

opportunities, and promotes private sector investment in the Mekong region 

through collaboration between Japan and the United States.

Mekong One Health Innovation Program 2022 - 2025 • Improves public health security in Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Strategic Hydrological and Agricultural 

Remote Sensing (SHARE) program for 

environment by NASA

2020 - 2025 • Manages transboundary water resources by deploying remote sensing tools 

to monitor changes in water levels and land use, and to support drought and 

flood forecasting.

USAID: Southeast Asia Smart Power Program 2021 - 2026 • Enhances energy trade within the Mekong region, accelerates the adoption of 

clean energy technologies, and strengthens decarbonization and power system 

resilience through private sector participation.

USAID: SERVIR Southeast Asia 2023 - 2028 • Provides early warnings for floods and disasters, and monitors air quality, food    

security, climate and weather, and changes in land cover and land use.

NexGen Scientist 2021 - 2025 • Offers education and mentorship opportunities to young professionals and    

scientists from the Mekong region.

MUSP-master course in public policy in 

Fulbright University Vietnam

2021 - 2026 • Supports pursuing a master’s degree in public policy and policy analysis at the 

Fulbright School of Public Policy and Management for young and mid-level 

civil servants (ages 25–35) in Laos, supporting up to 14 civil servants.

III. ASEAN  1. U.S. : Specific Initiatives
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ASEAN is advancing comprehensive cooperation in science, technology, and innovation with the United 
Kingdom under a five-year plan. The six key ASEAN countries are also deepening collaboration in 
specific sectors. 
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III. ASEAN  2. UK : Overview

• ASEAN is pursuing a range of initiatives with the United Kingdom, including short-term projects focused on 

sustainable development and joint efforts in emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI) and 

engineering biology. These initiatives are guided by the ASEAN–UK Action Plan at the governmental level and 

supported through a structured dialogue on science, technology, and innovation.

• The six key ASEAN countries (Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines) are 

enhancing cooperation with the United Kingdom in targeted areas such as AI and digital technologies, 

semiconductors, agriculture, healthcare, and fintech, based on bilateral governmental agreements. Additionally, 

various collaborative activities are being implemented through UK public institutions, university research and 

education centers, and corporate entities.

• Research and educational organizations, along with campuses of UK universities, have been established in each of 

the six key ASEAN countries. In recent years, these countries have promoted collaboration with the United 

Kingdom in advanced human resource development. For example, four of these nations (excluding Vietnam and the 

Philippines) have formed university consortia with the United Kingdom, while Indonesia and Vietnam have 

implemented joint entrepreneurship education programs.
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In October 2023, ASEAN held its inaugural Science, Technology, and Innovation Dialogue with the 
United Kingdom, strengthening collaboration in areas such as sustainable development and emerging 
technologies.
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The six key ASEAN countries are promoting cooperation with the UK in areas such as AI and digital 
technologies, semiconductors, agriculture, and healthcare.
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The Philippines held its first joint committee on science and technology with the United Kingdom in 2024, 
advancing specific cooperation areas. 
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Three UK universities have established research and educational cooperating organizations in Singapore, 
Thailand, and Indonesia.
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Some British universities have established organizations in the United Kingdom dedicated to Southeast 
Asian studies.
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Major university organizations Location Target fields

University of Oxford, Southeast Asia

Research Centre
UK Academic regional studies on Southeast Asia

London School of Economics, Saw Swee

Hock Southeast Asia Centre
UK Specialized and interdisciplinary research on Southeast Asia

School of Oriental and African Studies

(SOAS), University of London – Southeast

Asia Research Group

UK Interdisciplinary research on Southeast Asia

University of Leeds, Southeast Asia Regional

Group
UK Southeast Asian languages and area studies
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British universities have established campuses in Malaysia, Singapore, and Vietnam. In February 2025, 
the first overseas joint campus between the United Kingdom and Australia opened in Indonesia.
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University campus Year Established Educational Curriculum

Newcastle University in Singapore 2009
Undergraduate: Engineering (joint program with Singapore Institute of Technology)

Postgraduate: Science (Master’s), Academic Studies (Master’s and Doctoral)

University of Glasgow Singapore 2009

Undergraduate: Computer Science, Engineering, Nursing and Healthcare (joint programs with

Singapore Institute of Technology)

Postgraduate: Computer Science, Engineering

University of Nottingham Malaysia 2000 Undergraduate/Postgraduate: Humanities and Social Sciences, Science and Engineering

University of Kuala Lumpur - British Malaysian

Institute
2002

Undergraduate/Postgraduate: Electrical Engineering, Information and Communication

Engineering, Biomedical Engineering

Newcastle University Medicine Malaysia 2011 Undergraduate: Medicine and Surgery, Biomedical Sciences

University of Southampton Malaysia 2012
Undergraduate/Postgraduate: Business, Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Computer

Science, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering

Heriot-Watt University Malaysia 2012

Undergraduate/Postgraduate: Engineering and Physical Sciences, Energy/ Earth

Sciences/Infrastructure/Sociology, Mathematics and Computer Science, Social Sciences and

Business

University of Reading Malaysia 2015
Undergraduate/Postgraduate: Business, Psychology and Clinical Language Sciences,

Architecture and Environment, Law

Deakin University Lancaster University Indonesia 2025 Undergraduate: Business, Computer Science

British University Vietnam 2009
Undergraduate: Business, Computing & Innovative Technologies, Communication & Creative

Industries Postgraduate: Business
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Major British companies have also established research, development, and business hubs in Southeast 
Asia, particularly in Singapore. Some companies have established CoEs at universities in Thailand.
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ASEAN is implementing short-term projects aimed at sustainable development with support from the 
UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO). 
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ASEAN is expanding its cooperation with the United Kingdom in engineering biology.
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Session 1: February 26 – March 1, 2024 Session 2: March 18–20, 2025

Location British High Commission, Singapore University College London

Participants
Representatives from 10 ASEAN member countries, the

ASEAN Secretariat, and British experts

Representatives from 10 ASEAN member countries, the

ASEAN Secretariat, and British experts

Theme

•	Fundamentals of engineering biology

•	Policy and regulatory considerations

•	Standards and success factors for the bioeconomy

•	Impact of engineering biology on nutrition and food

security

•	Role of engineering biology in climate change mitigation

•	Technical standards and biometrics

•	Frameworks for responsible innovation

•	Commercialization of engineering biology for success

ASEAN–UK Regional Training and Workshop on Engineering Biology
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Major ASEAN countries are also strengthening cooperation with the United Kingdom in higher education 
and entrepreneurship. 
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https://www.dli.ac.id/
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ASEAN is promoting extensive cooperation with Germany in science, technology, and innovation, 
including support for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and the development of human 
resources. The six major ASEAN countries are also deepening collaboration in specific sectors.
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• ASEAN is advancing cooperation with Germany by identifying practical areas for collaboration at the governmental level. 

These include information and communication technology, cybersecurity, climate, environment, and energy, as well as 

promoting MSMEs and technical vocational education and training (TVET).

• The six major ASEAN countries (Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines) are 

strengthening cooperation with Germany in targeted fields such as energy, digital technology, agriculture, and TVET. 

Collaborative activities—particularly in Singapore and Indonesia—are being implemented through German public 

institutions and university research centers, joint projects with the German Corporation for International Cooperation 

(GIZ), and corporate business bases.

• Singapore and Vietnam are implementing joint research programs with Germany, while Malaysia, Indonesia, and the 

Philippines are participating in academic collaborations among higher education institutions with Germany and other EU 

member states through EU programs.

• German universities and educational institutions specializing in engineering have been established in four ASEAN 

countries, excluding Indonesia and the Philippines. Additionally, Singapore, Malaysia, and Vietnam are promoting the 

development of technical human resources through public-private partnerships with Germany.
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ASEAN is promoting cooperation in science, technology, and innovation with Germany based on 
agreements reached within the ASEAN–German Development Partnership Committee (AG-DPC). 
ASEAN also collaborates with Germany to implement programs in partnership with the EU.
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The six major ASEAN countries are promoting cooperation with Germany in areas such as energy, digital 
technology, and agriculture. Cooperation in TVET is also being strengthened.
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Public institutions and universities/research institutions responsible for Germany’s science, technology, 
and innovation cooperation have established bases in ASEAN countries.
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ASEAN countries are implementing joint projects with the GIZ in the fields of environment and energy.
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Major projects Period Cooperating organizations

Promoting the Transition to Sustainable

Transport in Asia
2019–2025

International Climate Initiative (IKI, Germany); Department of Science, Technology and

Environment (DoSTE), Ministry of Transport, Vietnam

Promoting Expertise and Dialogue on

Energy Transition in Southeast Asia
2020–2027

Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action (BMWK, Germany); Energy

Policy and Planning Office, Ministry of Energy, Thailand; Ministry of National

Development Planning, Indonesia; Committee on Science, Technology and Environment,

National Assembly, Vietnam; Department of Energy, Philippines

Promoting Ambitious Climate Change

Mitigation Measures in Southeast Asia
2022–2026

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ, Germany); EU;

ASEAN Secretariat

Promoting Environmentally Responsible

Investment in Southeast Asia
2022–2026 BMZ (Germany); ASEAN Secretariat

Supporting Improved Water Management

by the Mekong River Commission
2025–2027 BMZ (Germany); Mekong River Commission

Promoting Cross-Border Cooperation for

Responsible Fisheries Management in

Southeast Asia

2025–2027

BMZ (Germany); ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi); Southeast

Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC); Department of Fisheries, Thailand;

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF), Indonesia; Bureau of Fisheries and

Aquatic Resources (BFAR), Philippines
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Major German companies have established bases in Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand, conducting 
research and development to improve services and business operations, while providing technical support 
and human resource development. 
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Singapore and Vietnam are promoting joint research projects with Germany. Additionally, Malaysia, 

Indonesia, and the Philippines are collaborating with Germany and other EU member states to establish 

university networks.
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Singapore, Malaysia, and Vietnam are strategically advancing the development of technical human 
resources through public-private partnerships with Germany. 
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ASEAN has set up a fund with France to promote wide cooperation in science and technology 
(S&T) innovation. Six major ASEAN countries are also working together in specific S&T areas.
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III. ASEAN  4. France : Overview 

• ASEAN is forming and promoting wide cooperative relationships in areas such as climate change and biodiversity. It 

has identified practical areas for cooperation at the government level, that include joint research and personnel 

exchange. In September 2024, the ASEAN-France fund was established to support cooperation in these areas.

• ASEAN's six major countries (Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines) are also 

working closely with France in specific S&T areas, such as artificial intelligence (AI) and digital technology, energy, 

agriculture, and materials science. Additionally, various cooperative activities are expanding, mainly in Singapore and 

Thailand, through research collaboration hubs with the French government, the French National Centre for Scientific 

Research (CNRS), joint projects with the French Development Agency (IRD), and corporate business facilities.

• In May 2025, Singapore and France agreed to cooperate on AI, quantum technology, and robotics and are advancing 

joint projects in these fields.
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ASEAN has been advancing practical science, technology, and innovation cooperation with France since 
September 2020, based on agreements reached within the ASEAN-France Development Partnership 
Committee (AF-DPC).
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The six major ASEAN countries are each promoting cooperation with France in areas such as AI and 
digital technology, energy, agriculture, and materials science.
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The French government office and local research facilities of the French National Centre for Scientific 
Research were established in Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam, and an engineering education institution 
was established in Malaysia.
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Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and Vietnam are also advancing joint research with the French 
National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS).
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In addition to Thailand, Indonesia, and Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos are also implementing joint 
projects with the French National Research Institute for Research and Development.
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ASEAN countries are implementing joint projects with the French National Research Institute for 
Development in the fields of environment and health.
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Some facilities established by major French companies in Singapore serve as sites for open innovation 
and talent development. Some companies are also implementing initiatives in collaboration with the 
government and universities.

93

III. ASEAN  4. France : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation

Copyright © Japan Science and Technology Agency



ASEAN established a fund with France to strengthen cooperation in areas such as people-to-
people exchange. Concurrently, Singapore is advancing cooperation with France in AI, 
quantum technology, and robotics.
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ASEAN is promoting cooperation with China in science, technology, and innovation, based on the Five-
Year Plan. China is strengthening ties with four of the six major ASEAN countries under comprehensive 
cooperation.
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・ ASEAN is strengthening its cooperation with China through the formulation of the China-ASEAN Action Plan at the 

government level. This includes people-to-people exchanges in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 

fields, policy exchanges in communications and digital sectors, and research collaboration. The summit in May 2025 was the 

first trilateral meeting between the Gulf Cooperation Council, ASEAN, and China, and it promoted the establishment of 

cooperative relations between Asia-Pacific and the Middle East.

・ ASEAN has been continuously supporting study abroad in China, and since early 2025, it has been rapidly promoting AI 

cooperation with the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. 

・ Of the six major ASEAN countries (Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines), all but the 

Philippines are implementing concrete cooperation with China, under the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. In particular, 

Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam are strengthening their relationships, by agreeing to establish joint research institutes and

implement joint research projects, focusing on emerging technologies such as AI.

・ Research cooperation organizations with China have been established in Singapore, Thailand, and Indonesia. Singapore, 

in particular, is developing various cooperative activities through joint research and cooperation bases with Chinese 

universities, corporate business bases, and large-scale bilateral research projects.
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ASEAN is promoting cooperation with China in science, technology, and innovation, based on agreements 
reached at summit and ministerial meetings, and is also working together with China to expand 
cooperation with the Middle East. 
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Of the six major ASEAN countries, all but the Philippines, which is in dispute with China over the South 
China Sea issue, have each implemented practical cooperation in the fields of science, technology, and 
innovation under comprehensive cooperative relations with China.
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Organizations responsible for promoting technological and economic cooperation between ASEAN and 
China and Chinese language education, have been established in each ASEAN country. Joint research 
and cooperation centers have also been established in Singapore, Thailand, and Indonesia.
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An organization has also been established in China, responsible for promoting technological and 
economic cooperation between ASEAN and China. Singapore has not only established joint research and 
cooperation centers but has also promoted numerous intergovernmental projects.

101

III. ASEAN  5. China : Partner Organizations, Areas of Cooperation

Copyright © Japan Science and Technology Agency



Major Chinese companies are also establishing business bases in Singapore and are actively building data 
centers to expand their services. Some companies have also established fintech research and development 
centers.
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The five major ASEAN countries, excluding the Philippines, are strengthening cooperation with China in 
research and education. Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam are promoting concrete initiatives focusing on 
emerging technologies such as AI.
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Singapore is steadily implementing open recruitment based on a memorandum of understanding with 
China. ASEAN continues to support study abroad in China and is rapidly strengthening its cooperation 
with China on AI.
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Aiming to strengthen ties, ASEAN is working with five European and American countries, and China, to 
formulate and implement policies for cooperation in science, technology, and innovation.
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III. ASEAN  6. Brief Summary 

•  ASEAN has established medium- to long-term policies and plans. Based on bilateral agreements at the government level, 

it is promoting practical cooperative activities, with the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, France, and China, 

respectively.

• ASEAN has long been promoting large-scale development projects with the United States in partnership with the U.S. 

Agency for International Development (USAID). In recent years, ASEAN has engaged in distinctive activities with each 

country: implementing short-term projects on emerging technologies with the United Kingdom; cooperating on 

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) with Germany; strengthening cooperative ties through the 

establishment of a fund with France; and building a trilateral cooperative relationship with China, including the Middle 

East. 

• Of the six major ASEAN countries, Singapore engages in various cooperative activities with Western countries and 

China, through government-related organizations, universities, corporate bases, etc. In particular, Singapore is promoting 

numerous large-scale development projects with China, and has strengthened ties with France by agreeing to cooperate 

on emerging technologies in May 2025.

• Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and Vietnam are each promoting cooperation with Western countries in research and 

education, including personnel exchanges. Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam have each agreed to cooperate with China 

on emerging technologies such as AI, and Indonesia is also seeking to strengthen its ties with China.  

• In recent years, the Philippines has strengthened its cooperation with Western countries, including holding its first Joint 

Committee on Science and Technology with the United States and the United Kingdom, respectively.

• Following the abolition of USAID, which has played a significant role in cooperation with ASEAN, it is important to pay 

attention to how ASEAN and its member states will each build their relationships with Western countries and China, 

particularly how they will balance their ties with both the United States and China.
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IV. Conclusion

• India and ASEAN are implementing various cooperative activities with major Western countries (the United States, the 

United Kingdom, Germany, and France) through bilateral agreements at the government level, as well as through 

government-related organizations, universities, and corporate bases.

• India is promoting science, technology, and innovation cooperation through organizations established jointly with the 

United States, Germany, and France (the Indo-U.S. Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF), the Indo-German Science & 

Technology Centre (IGSTC), and Indo-French Centre for the Promotion of Advanced Research (IFCPAR/CEFIPRA), 

respectively. Furthermore, the Indian government has set a goal of attracting world-class foreign universities to the country 

to internationalize higher education and has expressed its willingness to welcome the establishment of British university 

campuses.

• ASEAN has promoted science, technology, and innovation cooperation with the United States in partnership with the U.S. 

Agency for International Development (USAID). Recently, it has engaged in practical cooperation on research and 

education with the United Kingdom, Germany, and France under medium- to long-term policies. The six major ASEAN 

countries (Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines) have also each established various 

cooperative relationships with major Western countries and China, depending on their respective national circumstances.

• In India, collaboration on science and technology innovation with China has not been identified as of August 2025. 

However, ASEAN is building a trilateral cooperative relationship with China and the Middle East, and Singapore, Malaysia, 

Thailand, and Vietnam are working to strengthen cooperation in areas such as emerging technologies. 

• Japan must consider what cooperative relationships to build, along with keeping a close eye on the future geopolitical 

landscape and the progress of science, technology, and innovation cooperation between India and ASEAN, major Western 

countries, and China.

Summary
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